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PERSONAL AND .CONFIDENTIAL

C-8 PERFLUOROOCTANOATE

Attached is the. final employee commmications package that
is being used to imglement corporate actions relative to- recent
findings by 3M on the teratogenic potential of ammonium perfluoro—
octanoate. A

It contains the comnunications schedule, appropriate .
employee communications, questions and answers, media standby-
statement, a letter outlining activities of the FC-143 Communi-
cations and Coordination Committee, and letters to customers.

Please destroy all previous drafts.

_ ONMENTAL AFFAIRS %

MANUFACTURING DIVISION S

> . ' o

Attachments 3

*Employee Communication for mdlvidual site only. e
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There's a world of things we're doing something about







PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

C-8 - EMPLOYEE COMMUNICATION

Timetable:

Washington Works

: ?“LiﬁE.Suﬁérvi§€bn‘thf0ugh ZhﬁrLiné
'fofﬁf*yiﬁb §§$e£vision '

¢ Wage Roll-

Other.queStic”Lbcations

e Supervision - Same as above

e Ylage Roll - Same as above

Foreign Locations

e Europe

& Japan

3/30/81

P1.4576.3

Initial
Communjcation E.§5.T.

-3/31 09:00
471 05:00
a/1. 12:00

"4/2 A.M. (local)
- 412 A.M. (local)
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POLYMER PRODUCTS O_EPARTMENT ' L ¥ : . 5
PERSONAL & CONFIDENTTAL . - - April e 1381 L&

CUSTOMER ADVISORY LETTER -
: AMMON_IU& psnr;.uonooc'rmoam

The. enclosed letter is being mailed to all domestic
customers (List 5062) on Thursday, April 2.

; : The purpose :.s to adv:.se our customers of e.xperimental .-
"fxadxngs obta;ned.hy +he 3M Campany on ‘the surfactant used in the .. .
. manufacture of our- fluo:copolymer ‘resins ana dxspers:.ons. The
“information supplied by 3M has- resulted in-the rea551gnment of
3 female personnel located in our’ d:Lrect resnn manufactur1ng areas.

B The 1nformat:|.on obtamed to date .mdicates that our g e

customers who use resins and dispersions in subsequent processing

steps should continue to follow thelr exlstxng good manufacturlng
pxocedures.

All quest:.ons or inquiries which may be generated as
a result of this advisoxy letter should be referred to:

or in my absences .

!!J!!!!!I!!!!! MANAGER « ¥

FLUOROPOLYMERS DIVISION
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Dear Customer. .';i g; ¢ 5 5 g L G T

E

Wi On. Harch 20, 1981 the 3M COmpany, our Supplxer of oy
.he surfactant amoni\m pernuorooct:anoate, also known as FC-143, - #2
advised us that this material has been found to cause birth 5 s
defects in the unborn’ when. fed by stomach: tubes £o: female rats
in a laboratory experiment ‘Du: Pont:. uses FC—143 1n the manu-
facture of most of 1ts quoropolymer resins. -

R Mnch more testxng must be conducted to determine the i
sign;f;cance of the 3M expexament.; As: part of the ‘ongoing: 415"
: . program to. determine - the safety of our. materlals, ‘both: D Pont' :
5 Haskell Laborato:y:and:3u are now,plannlng more,detazled experm—.f
mts. = v

s O W1th the exceptzon of aqueous disper51ons, there 1s
no. sxgnzficant residual FC~143 ‘in any of the- fluoropolymer
resins which we'sell.. Agqueous. dlspers;ons .may contain up to -
0.45% by weight Fc-l43.. Analysis of 'the organic flucrine content
in the blood of Du, Pont. personnel who: use. aqueOus dispersions in
fabricating £inished products shows no elevation’ over typical
levels measuréd in non-exposed employees. Pemale personnel in
these areas are not bexng rea551gned. However, we have taken
the precaut;on of reassigning female. personrel in the areas
where our re51ns are manufactured and FC—143 1tse1f 1s handled.

: At thlS tlme, 1f you ‘are followlng the Safe Handllng
Procedures previously ‘given to you, it does not appear that
changes in your process1ng operations are- warranted. We do
recomnmend that you continue to follow the Safe Bandling
Procedures (attachedl. FUrther ‘studies are’ belvg conducted .
and we will advise you if’ thexe are any changes in our rec-
ommendatlons. . : :

Should you have any questions,'please contact us at
your convenience.

Yours very truly,

!at,).l ona! !a!e_s- !uager

Fluoropolymers Divisicn
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April 1, 1981

FABR lCS« 5 FIN_lSNES DEPART_MENT

Dear Sir.

& As part of bu, Pont's ongo;ng program to’ survey the safety

e of. all our: mater;als,'we think you. ‘shounld: be. advised of a

- ‘March’ 20, ‘1981 ‘announcement from the 3M Company; our surfactant

h'supplier.; 3M informed: us: that based on: pre11m1naxy laboratory
experiments involving-a’ pure surfactant b1rth defects resulted
when fed to female ratsi This surfactant is used at low concen-
trations by Du Pont to manufacture fluoropolymers which; in ‘
turn, .are one of the components ln our non-stick fxnlshes. s a

o
W
o~

: In-depth investxgation of the presence of this. surfactant ' N
in coatings determined that the 3M surfactant was destroyed at
normal curing temperatures and no detectable residue remained.
As such, your coated’ products pose no health hazards to your
customers e

.If 'you are follow1ng our recommended “Safe Handllng Practites"
guide, changes in your- manufacturlng operations are not required.
A copy of the gquide is attached.. Changes may be advisable if
you are not. follcwmng thése recommended practicés and our repre—
sentat;ves w;ll be avallable to dlscuss them with you.

Should you have any questlons, please contact us at your
convenience.

Very truly yours,

ales nager -

TEFLON® FINISHES '

' " . ' 468
© TEFLON is Du Pont's registered trademark. EID079

8£9200dIV

BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY
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April 3, 1981

(1e$s than 0. 5 percent)
X 1mpregnated fluorocarhon

-ingred1entAin'd1sper51ons used to’ make f
felt.; 5 .

It is our behef that the PC-143 .'I.S destroyed in the -
normal heat treatment of our 1moregnated felts. We are now testing ron
to see if any residue of the compound can be detected in our finished"
product.: We: w111 let you know as. soon-as we get -definitive results:

' Sincerelx,

SALES MANAGER - INDUSTRIAL
' mmomt:/musmm

5" 'COMPOSTITES & COATINGS
SPECIAI.TY PRODUCTS DIVISION
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BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY






